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Kia ora koutou, 
 

We are so happy to be able to send you this newsletter in Alert Level 1.  We can now welcome everyone 
back into BDS and open the bus bay. 
 

At Alert Level 1 we will continue to follow all appropriate health measures at school including maintaining 
cleaning and disinfecting practices, and encouraging good hygiene standards.  
 
 

Friday Assembly 9.10 am. 
Congratulations to the following children who will be receiving their Special Terrific Person Certificates and 
Values Bookmarks at school assembly on Friday, starting at 9.10 am.  We welcome you to attend. 
 
 
Special Terrific Person Certificates 
Elle Edgar, Aidan Malez Ocampos, Cameron Ellis, Michael Joseph, Venuja Nanayakkara, 
Braxton Bills, Dongju Lee, Joshua Bruwer, Gabriel Divinagracia, Connor Henderson, Lachlan 
Quinn, Ila Cropp, John Tokai, Jesse Elliott, Annieke Steyn, Grace Rameka, Lachlan Huang, 
Aimee Le Roux, Caroline Animu, Addison Xie and Arya Lawn. 
 
 
Values Bookmarks  
Miane’ Cronje’, Zoey Van Wyk, Genasis Taylor-Wihongi, Jemma Seok, Harley Tye, Tatum 
Budd, Mariam Alwaidh, Emma Sun, Gemma Green, Amelia Klee, Aris Ezra-Fesolai, Aws  
Al-Jumaily, Tanique Bischoff, Jade Lundgren, Matakeu Marsters, Lené Möll, Dorothy Wu, 
Louie Yu, Evan Gu, Matthew Swart and Tresha Mudaliar. 
 
 

Parent/teacher Interviews 
Our interviews this term will be ,Wednesday 24 March 
(3.30pm -5.00pm) and Thursday 25th March (3.30pm- 
8.00pm.  
 
Bookings will be done online and can be made from  
tomorrow onwards. Details of how to do this are  
attached and also sent home to-day, and will be on  
our school web site: www.botanydowns.school.nz.  
 
ESOL Parents: 
You are welcome to go to Room 26 to meet Kate Keenan, our ESOL teacher,  
and have a look around the room at the following times:   
 

Wednesday 24 March 3:00 pm- 4:00 pm 

Thursday 25 March 6:30 pm - 7:30 pm 
 

No appointment is required to visit the ESOL room as these will be informal  
conversations about the programme.  There will be an opportunity to discuss your 
child’s progress in ESOL during the parent interviews that are scheduled to take 
place at the end of Term 2. 
 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Kate Keenan directly 
by emailing katek@botanydowns.school.nz 

 

Coming up… 
 
 
Thursday 18 March  -  
Camp parent meeting 
 
Wednesday 24 March -  
Parent/teacher interviews 
 
Thursday 25 March -  
Parent/teacher interviews 
 
Thursday 1 April -  
Teacher Only Day 
 
Friday 2 April -  
Good Friday (public holiday) 
 
Monday 5 April -  
Easter Monday (public holiday) 
 
Tuesday 6 April -  
Easter Tuesday (school  
holiday) 
 
Friday 16 April -  
Last Day of Term 1 
 
Monday 3 May -  
First Day of Term 2 / Yr 5 Camp 
Adair & Yr 6 Camp Bentzon 

New in 2021!  

http://www.botanydowns.school.nz
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HPPA Swimming Competition 

This Tuesday we will be competing against a number of schools in the area.  We will 
be racing at Lloyd Elsmore starting from 11:00 and be back to school before 3:00.  
 
We welcome parents to join us to cheer on our students.  
 

Best of luck to all those competing! 
Joe D'Ambrosio joed@botanydowns.school.nz (PE Coordinator) 
 
 
Swimming Sports 

Well done to all students who took part in our Senior school swimming event. We had some very competitive 
races and everyone showed great sportsmanship. 
 

Congratulations to the following students: 
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Year 8 Freestyle 

Boys  Girls 

 First Name Last Name 
Rm 
# 

 First Name Last Name Rm # 

1st Duncan Luo 23 1st Kathryn Bates 23 

2nd Cooper Jiang 22 2nd Rebecca Houston 15 

3rd Sean Hwang 16 3rd Emily Su'a 22 

4th 
Dion 

(Doohyun) 
Choi 23 4th    

Year 9 Freestyle 

Boys  Girls 

 First Name Last Name 
Rm 
# 

 First Name Last Name Rm # 

1st Aaron  Qiao 16 1st Yuni Choi 14 

2nd Jiayi (Johnny) Zhou 18 2nd Lillie Cross 15 

3rd Jesse Elliot 16 3rd Sophia  MacBeth 15 

4th    4th Holly Reddish 17 



Year 10 Freestyle 

Boys  Girls 

 First Name Last Name Rm #  First Name Last Name Rm # 

1st John Yin 14 1st Charlie McNae 14 

2nd Ethan Yin 18 2nd Kate  Fleming 19 

3rd William Van Der Merwe 18 3rd Risa Miyata 19 

4th    4th Jessica Huang 14 

Year 10 BackStroke 

Boys  Girls 

 First Name Last Name Rm #  First Name Last Name Rm # 

1st John Belding 14 1st Kate  Fleming 19 

2nd Ethan Yin 18 2nd Charlie McNae 14 

3rd Noah Jonck 14 3rd Risa Miyata 19 

4th William Van Der Merwe 18 4th Grace Ge 14 

Year 8 BackStroke 

Boys  Girls 

 First Name Last Name Rm #  First Name Last Name Rm # 

1st Cooper Jiang 22 1st Kathryn Bates 23 

2nd Yi Sen Qi 20 2nd Sandy Huang 16 

3rd Sean Hwang  3rd Emily Su'a  

4th    4th    

Year 9 BackStroke 

Boys  Girls 

 First Name Last Name Rm #  First Name Last Name Rm # 

1st Jiayi (Johnny) Zhou 18 1st Selena Wu 15 

2nd Benjamin Wynyard 15 2nd Lillie Cross 15 

3rd Jesse Elliot 16 3rd Holly Reddish 17 

4th Luke Chang 15 4th    

Our BEST - Always 

 

35 Mirrabooka Ave, Howick, Auckland 2010 / 09 534-9848 



Year 10 BreastStroke 

Boys  Girls 

 First Name Last Name Rm #  First Name Last Name Rm # 

1st Ethan Yin 18 1st Kate Houston 14 

2nd John Belding 14 2nd Charlie McNae 14 

3rd William Van Der Merwe 18 3rd Kate  Fleming 19 

4th Blake Taylor Murphy-Trail 18 4th Yiran Zhao 19 

Year 9 BreastStroke 

Boys  Girls 

 First Name Last Name Rm #  First Name Last Name Rm # 

1st Aaron  Qiao 16 1st Emma Li 16 

2nd Jiayi (Johnny) Zhou 18 2nd Lillie Cross 15 

3rd Jesse Elliot 16 3rd Selena Wu 15 

4th Ray Xu 14 4th Yuni Choi 14 

Year 8 BreastStroke 

Boys  Girls 

 First Name Last Name Rm #  First Name Last Name Rm # 

1st Sean Hwang 16 1st Kathryn Bates 23 

2nd    2nd Rebecca Houston 15 

3rd    3rd Emily Su'a 22 

4th    4th Sienna Tye (Not competitive) 22 
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Joe D'Ambrosio joed@botanydowns.school.nz (PE Coordinator) 
 
 
Board of Trustee Election 
Please see the following attached pages for statements from the candidates for the upcoming Mid-term 
Board of Trustee elections. 
 
 
Ngā  mihi, 
Vicki Parkins, Principal 
 
vickip@botanydowns.school.nz 
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Mufti & Pie Day - (WEDNESDAY 17th March 2021)  
The first Jesters Pie & Mufti day is on Wednesday 17 March 
this week. 
 
Buy a pie from Jesters pies and come in mufti! 
 
 Mufti is $2 per child, pie price is dependent on your selection. 
 Pie purchases must be completed before 11am on Tuesday 16 March, via kindo 
 Mufti can be paid via kindo, or coins will be accepted on the hall deck on the day 
 

Please note: all pie/sausage roll orders will need to be placed again as  
they were not carried over from the last order date. 

 
 
Fruju Friday - It’s back (Again..) for Term 1  
Just a reminder that Fruju Friday is now back for Term 1. 
 
We also encourage more parents to purchase your child’s ice blocks using kindo as it 
removes the need for cash, and allows your child to access the Express Lane and not  
have to wait in line.  https://kindo.co.nz/  
 
 
Hot Cross Buns Fundraising (Pre-Easter Holidays)  
BDS PTA is doing the Hot Cross Buns Fundraising with Couplands Bakery with either  
Traditional or Chocolate Hot Cross Buns.  
 
Each 6-pack of hot cross buns will be $5 each, and all orders will be done via kindo.   
 
We hope that you will support our school with this great fundraising event. 
Orders Close on 9am 22nd March 2021. Orders Delivered to school on Friday 26th March. 
 
 
Kindo Update - PTA Events/Refunds/Cancellations  
Just to let you know that if you have paid for an event via kindo and that event is then 
cancelled, your payment is credited back into your kindo account.   
 
Additionally a minimum of 24hrs is needed to cancel an order in kindo. 
 
BTW: did you know you can use online banking to top up your kindo account and incur no  
additional charges! 

 

 
 

 

SKIDS - Providing Before and After School, and Holiday Programmes 
 
Before School care - 7.30am to 8.30am 
After School care - 3.00pm to 6.00pm 
Holiday Programmer - 7.30am to 6.00pm 
 
To see is you qualify for an OSCAR subsidy, please 
click on the link: 
https://www.workandincome.govt.nz/map/deskfile/
extra-help-information/childcare-assistance-tables/
oscar-subsidy-current.html (Government subsidy  
towards your child care) 
 
To make a booking, please register on skids.aimy.co.nz or email us: botanydowns@skids.co.nz 

https://kindo.co.nz/
https://www.workandincome.govt.nz/map/deskfile/extra-help-information/childcare-assistance-tables/oscar-subsidy-current.html
https://www.workandincome.govt.nz/map/deskfile/extra-help-information/childcare-assistance-tables/oscar-subsidy-current.html
https://www.workandincome.govt.nz/map/deskfile/extra-help-information/childcare-assistance-tables/oscar-subsidy-current.html
skids.aimy.co.nz









