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Kia ora koutou, 
 

Last week we had a very successful two nights of parent interviews.  It is always so valuable for parents to 
make the connection with your child’s teacher.  If you were unable to attend the parents interviews we  
encourage you to make contact with your child’s class teacher.  
 

This week is a short week as school will only be open on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday.  On Thursday 
all teachers and teacher aides will be participating in a Teacher Only Day with our colleagues at Howick  
Intermediate on the Pause Breathe Smile Programme that is being rolled out over the country.  From this 
Professional Development Day we will then continue to develop this programme for us at BDS. 
 
 

Traffic Outside Our School 
Please be vigilant and safe when driving around school.  It is our shared responsibility to ensure the safety of 
all students walking, scooting, biking and being dropped off to and from school. 
 
 
Experience Chinese Culture Morning - Friday 9 April—9.10am to 10.40am  
All classes have been learning about Chinese culture and we will be having a  
special morning to celebrate this learning starting with an assembly at 9:10 am.  
Following this, there will be an opportunity for you to go to your child’s classroom to 
share what they have learned about Chinese culture.  
 
We are also excited to offer you the opportunity to order dumplings for your child to 
eat at morning tea time, you are welcome to stay and share this delicious treat with 
your child.  
 
The cost is $6.50 for a pack of 8 dumplings and there is a choice between pork or vegetarian. All orders and 
payments are to be made via Kindo for the dumplings. No cash payments can be accepted at school 
for the dumplings.  
 
Dumpling purchases must be completed by 9 am, Wednesday 7th of April,  
unfortunately, we will not be able to accept any late orders.  
 

 
School Swimming 
Please note that swimming sessions at school have now finished for the year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Coming up… 
 
Thursday 1 April -  
Teacher Only Day 
 
Friday 2 April -  
Good Friday (public holiday) 
 
Monday 5 April -  
Easter Monday (public holiday) 
 
Tuesday 6 April -  
Easter Tuesday (NZ school holiday) 
 
Friday 16 April -  
Last Day of Term 1 
 
Monday 3 May -  
First Day of Term 2 / Yr 5 Camp 
Adair & Yr 6 Camp Bentzon 

New in 2021!  

School Closed... 
Thursday 1 April - Teacher Only Day 

Friday 2 April - Easter Friday 

Monday 5 April - Easter Monday 

Tuesday  6 April - NZ School Easter Holiday 



SKIDS - Providing Before and After School, and Holiday Programmes 
 
Before School care - 7.30am to 8.30am 
After School care - 3.00pm to 6.00pm 
Holiday Programme - 7.30am to 6.00pm 
 
To see if you qualify for an OSCAR subsidy, please click on the link: 
https://www.workandincome.govt.nz/map/deskfile/extra-help-information/childcare-
assistance-tables/oscar-subsidy-current.html (Government subsidy  
towards your child care) 
 
To make a booking, please register on skids.aimy.co.nz or email us: botanydowns@skids.co.nz 

 
Enviro Club Eye on Nature Trip Thursday 25 March 

The Botany Downs Enviro Club was lucky enough to be invited to the Eye On Nature event at the Auckland 
Botanical Gardens on Thursday 25 March.   
 
Year 5 and 6 Enviro Club students learnt about how fishing can be more sustainable, looking after our fresh 
water streams, the importance of having trees in our local environment, and ways to prevent plastics entering 
our environment and bodies.  
 
A big THANKYOU to our fantastic parent helpers who came on the day, and the Manukau Beautification 
Trust for an excellent event.  
Tom Huskinson, Enrichment Programme (tomh@botanydowns.school.nz) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ngā  mihi, 
Vicki Parkins, Principal 
 
vickip@botanydowns.school.nz 
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